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Year-end Traffic Crash Report Card released
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TRAFFIC CRASH REPORT CARD
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Less Crashes Less Injury Crashes More Fatality Crashes

than previous year.
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Drive Responsibly

The Traffic Operations Division of the
City of Springfield Public Works Department hasgaeed the year-end Traffic Crash Report
Card for 2012. Public Works set a goal of providimgprovements to help bring total annual
crashes below 7,000. There were a total of 6,9@@rted traffic crashes in Springfield in 2012 -
the lowest total traffic crash count for any yeace 1997. This decrease occurred as traffic
volumes have continue to increase.

Unfortunately, there was a significant increastatality traffic crashes. Up from 11 in 2011, to
20 in 2012, killing a total of 23 people. Severtladse killed were pedestrians. Out of the 20
fatal traffic crashes, at least 11 crashes invobledhol or other drugs.

Total traffic crashes decreased by 4%, the numbiejwy crashes decreased by almost 8%, and
property damage only crashes decreased by 3% cethfmp011.



Springfield's Crash History through 2012
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Improvements

Crash reduction is a result of conscientious andteous driving by the public in combination
with application of the three E's (Engineering, &@oément and Education), says Mandy
Buettgen, Senior Engineering Technician.

* Inthe last two years, Public Works replaced most traffic signs with new, brighter signs that are
more visible. City crews are also switching to thermoplastic road markings, rather than paint, as
thermoplastic has a longer life span and is far more visible under adverse weather conditions.

e Traffic Operations is also improving multiple intersections by adding left and right turn lanes,
and building sidewalks which reduce a pedestrian's risk of an on-street collision by 83%.

e Public Works is working with Springfield schools to increase the safety for students coming to
and from school.

e At the Transportation Management Center, traffic engineers form the City and MoDOT have
been working on retiming the City's signal system to maximize traffic flow.

"The number of pedestrians that were hit by cassyibar is concerning,” says Public Works
Director Phil Broyles.

The amount of fatalities due to impaired drivingSpringfield is an area the City is hoping to
address through public awareness and education.

A "Drive 25," message will be used to address sppgad residential neighborhoods. Obeying
the speed limit is especially important when it esnto vehicle-pedestrian collisions, A
pedestrian that gets hit by a vehicle at 20 mphah&gvival chance of 95% - compared to a
person being hit at 40 mph, who would be unlikelyite, Buettgen says.

The following sign will be added to the local crasport card signs to raise awareness of our
community's losses due to traffic crashes, espgdthadse involving alcohol and other drugs.



Traffic FATALITIES in 2012=23
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with] 3 or more lives lost due to ALCOHOL & OTHER DRUGS

Download ahigher resolution Report Card graphic

For more information, contact: Mandy Buettgen, @tySpringfield Public Works Department,
(417) 864-1801.



